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Botetourt County's "murder hOlB"--ﬂ
.massive, privately owned hole in the ground;~
(ROLL FILM) | |
'NAY not have tra%ped its last victim--desplte the
the long and ditermined erforts of its owners
(TAKE PILM)
to lkeep the public rfom'climbingu—or rallirgé-in.
Last weekend,_rlvc cave explorers entered "murder hoie,"
and three werskunable to get out until rescue
squadmen weralsﬁmmoned‘ﬁé the scena._‘Eight veuars
ago, & VPI studsnt fell to hilis death &8s a rbpe broke

as he descended intc the nole.-in the rugged Catawba
‘ ~the § '

section of R-‘ Countv 15 miles north of Roanoke.
.Thrae of the rive owners contavtad today sald they

knew of no plan to physlcnlly close the entrance of

the nole by dynnmitlng, wnich one estinated wuiﬁ"

would cost 3 thousand dollars, due to the rfequant
incidence br fissures. And, although much ccnsideration
was glven B to the possibilities of cd7étruct1ng 8 sarfe

entrsnce so that tourists might see the natural cavern
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this ldea was abandoned as impractical, and no

efforts at promotion have ever been madé. One

~owner complains that everytime "no trespassing"

‘slgns are posted on the property--along the log

road leading tc;fne holeu-thev are torn down by
vendals. "Ska?ﬂr seven" signs were put. up three

nmonths ago, ad?nwnor reoorts.i Not one was visgible

today as a Ghannel 10 news team made 1ts way to

_ "murdpr nole,” up a slone non"y"ombed with sink holes,

The owners nl&p to erect sone sort o & barrier soon,

1

in vet anotnag,attempt to warn t he u@® unwary,

But caves andf_xhsr dangerous natural formations

have charmed aienturers since the days ér Tom Sawyer
and berore, an ‘attampts to keep “murderhho}e" sare
will‘be an upnlli fig ' “
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